4S                                         LENIN

ir.to Its racks. ":Our tasks" said Lenin at the congress^ "is to preserve the
steadfastness, consistency and purity of our Party. We must strive to elevate

the title of Party member to an ever higher plane."*

Lenin wanted to build a party the internal life of which would be entirely
different from the internal life of the workers' parties in Western Europe,
in which revolutionaries         opportunists lived peacefully side by side,

and where opportunist practices were becoming rife. The spearhead of
Rule i, as formulated by Lenin^ was directed against the opportunists.
Martov, backed by Aselrod. Zasulicb3 Trotsky and the vacillating followers
of Iskras i.e.> the whole of the avowedly opportunist section of the congress,
opposed Lenin* 5 line. Alartov's formulation of Rule I provided for the
acceptance of the programme and the rendering of financial support to the
Party, bat it did not make membership of a definite Party organization
obligatory, it left this to the member's discretion. This interpretation of
Party membership conceived the Party as a diffuse and amorphous mass,
of which anybody could consider himself a member and in which the members
were not bound" by Party discipline. This formula threw the door of the
Party wide open to unstable, non-proletarian elements. The opportunists
succeeded in carrying Martov's formulation of Rule i by a small majority.

The opportunists were triumphant and already dreamed of complete
victory at the congress, but danger spurred Lenin on to redouble his efforts.
Against the opportunists "we were compelled/* Lenin related after the
congress, "to load our weapons with a double charge."**

Particularly stem and implacable were the conflicts that raged during
the last sessions of the congress, at which the various central bodies of the
Party were elected* Lenin had kept the question of the composition of the
Party's central bodies well before him all through the congress proceedings,
and lie was determined that the Central Committee should consist of staunch
and consistent revolutionaries.

The opportunists resorted to the meanest tricks in their opposition to
Lenin, and JViartov^s speech consisted of a series of slanderous statements
against him. The speech in which Lenin replied was one of the most
powerful he delivered at the congress. In the course of it he said :

"I am not scared in the least by those frightful words estate of siege in
the Party/ 'exceptional laws against individuals and groups/ and so forth.
We not only have a right^ but it is our duty to establish a 'state of siege' for
wavering and unstable elements; and our Party rules,, the centralism that
this congress has introduced from now onwards^ is nothing more or less than
a ^'state of siege1 for these numerous sources of political diffusion. Against
diffusion special* even exceptional laws must be applied; and the step the
congress has taken is in the right political direction, for it establishes a good
basis for kws and such measures."***

Lenin's firm determination^ his strict adherence to principle and his
exposure and denunciation of the opportunists rallied the revolutionary
elements and> in the end3 victory was gained by the staunch followers of
Iskra and of Lenin, In the election of the editorial board of the Central
Organ, of the Party and of the Central Committeej the majority voted for
Losings ticket.

As a result of obtaining this majority (Ibabkmstm} Lenin's supporters
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